
The word is that the puppy boom 

is not over so stay tuned to learn 

of more new arrivals and see the 

latest pictures. Weõll look forward 

to tales of Qõs and ribbons soon.  

 

What would spring be without new 

puppies? We have a bumper crop 

this year so show some sympathy as 

their harried owners talk of 3AM 

walks and rugs covered with chew 

toys and dream of quieter days 

ahead. Weõve spotted (no pun in-

tended) Elaine Hamillõs Felix and Jen 

Johnsonõs and Ramunas Svarcasõs Flame 

getting to know people at the bubble. 

And, of course Karenõs Bryce makes 

frequent appearances as well. We hear 

that Bob and Mindy Pelletier are about to 

start puppy class 

with Chance. And 

Joanne Dunn has 

welcomed her 

new Corgi, Benja-

min. 

It started almost eleven years ago when I 

rescued a beautiful puppy from certain mis-

fortune. Livey was only seven weeks old and 

so adorable. Mike and I were empty nesters 

so we treated her like a childéloving every 

minute of it. 

From the beginning, I took Livey to puppy 

obedience classes and we had a great time. 

One day, I saw an ad for dog agility training. I 

had seen a couple of demos at the Topsfield 

Fair and thought that maybe one day I try it 

out if I ever had the nerve. With 

all those people sitting around 

watching them in the center of the 

ring with their dogséhow brave 

they must be, I thought. So we 

started training and training and 

we were having a lot of fun build-

ing our confidence together. Then, 

about five years ago, my friend, 

Linda, told me about Fit-N-Trim 

and its competition class. She said 

the owner was quite a competitor 

herself and had all the right equip-

ment and experience. So it began. 

I was so intrigued, Iõve missed only 

one or two classes since we 

started. Karen turned out to be a 

great traineréshe could always 

answer your questions or figure 

out what to change. We worked 

on so many different handling skills 

till we got it right. We learned how 

to run sequences and even did 

some obedience from time to time. 

Livey was as happy as I was and we 

became quite a team...we looked 

forward to every class. We met a 

lot of people and dogs along the 

way and became friends with many 

of them. Even Mike took a liking to 

the sport. Pretty soon, I was ad-

dicted! 

Two and a half years ago, we 

started trialing. I even found myself 

right in the middle of that giant ring 

at the Topsfield Fair with everyone 

 watching. 
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Bryce checks out people at 

the beach  

Felix is quick to 

sit  

Flame 

lights up 
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world  

Chance takes a very short 

rest  

Classes and 

Workshops  
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Benjamin looks 

a little guilty!  


